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In a notice on p. 144 will be found a statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Branch has been moved from 50, Parliament 
Street to 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 

“ Advantage, London” is the registered telegraphic 
address of the Branch. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Eastcheap, E.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 


INFORMATION ON TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 

Information on the subjects named in the notice on the 
cover will be found in the following Board of Trade 
publications, obtainable in London upon application to 


Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, 8.W., and their 
Sub-Agents, Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, 
H.C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in 
Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, at 
the prices named, viz. :— 

1 “Board of Trade Journal,’ 3rd September, 19038, 
pp. 448-61, Sth May, 1904, p. 216, and 4th 
August, 1904, p. 212, at ld. per number. 

Statistical Abstract for the ( pp. 28/29 
United Kingdom, 5lst)p. 12 
number (Cd. 2,192), at) pp. 176/191 

le. 3d. ... vo» ...\ pp. 57/157. 
( Monthly Accounts relating to Trade and Navigation 
(25/VIITI.) at 1s. 
Annual Statement of Trade, 1903. 
Vol. I. (Cd. 2,043) at 7s. 1d. ... pp. 166 e¢ seq. 
|} Annual Statement of Trade, 1903. 
\ Vol. IT. (Cd. 2,081) at 5s. ... ... pp. 177/453 
Annual Abstract of Labour — pp. 176/182 
9th No. (Cd. 1,755) at 1s... pp. 34/72 
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7 Report on Changes in Rates of Wages and Hours of 
Labour (Cd. 2,199), at 7d. 
8 Colonial Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,811) 2s. 
9 Canada (Preferential Tariff for goods from the 
United Kingdom), No. 310, at 4d. 
10 Statistical Abstract for the Colonial 
and other Possessions of the United 
Kingdom, 40th No. (Cd. 1,729) 1s. 9d. pp. 38/227 
10 Trade (Colonies & the United Kingdom), No. 0. 262, 2d. 
Trade (Colonies and Foreign ieeteeies} No. 110, 2d. 
11 Foreign Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,735) at 1s. 11d. 
12 Statistical Abstract for the principal 
and other foreign countries, 30th 


number (Cd. 2,202) at 1s. 6d. ... pp. 44/217 
13 Abstract of Foreign Labour Statistics 
(Cd. 720) at 1s. 43d. . p. 1/161 


14 Trade between the United Kingdom pee Susana 
(131) at 124d. 

15 Memorandum on the comparative Statistics of 
Population, Industry, and Commerce in the : 
United Kingdom and some leading foreign 


countries (Cd. 1,199) at 54d. 
16 British and Foreign trade and industry. Memoranda, 


statistical tables and charts (Cd. 1,761) at 3s. 6d. 
17 Naval Expenditure and Mercantile Marine (Great 
Britain, &.) (284) at 1d. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
Brass Boiler receive tenders from such persons as may be 
Tubes willing to supply— 
: Brass boiler tubes. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S8.W.., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by two p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 25th October, after which time no tender will be 


received. 
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CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Enauiri Jat; Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
4 Nee mye ae Curator of which Section further information 
to Canadian Trade. regarding them may be obtained :— 
Home Enquiries.—A firm of paint and varnish manufacturers are 
prepared to appoint a resident Canadian agent to introduce their 
oods. 
5 A firm shipping chemicals and fire-bricks would like to develop 
trade in Canada. 
A firm in London desire to act as agent for a first-class Canadian 
packer of canned apples. 
A manufacturer of all kinds of brushes and of fancy goods 
wishes to do business in Canada. 


Canadian Enquiry.—A general commission agent and broker who 
has been in business in Winnipeg for some years is willing to act 
for United Kingdom manufacturers and shippers. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


According to the “ Bulletin” of the French Chamber of Commerce 
at Montreal, the automobile trade in Canada is 

Motor Cars. steadily expanding. Several garages have been 

established at Montreal, in which city there are 
said to be nearly 200 automobiles, most of which are of American 
manufacture ; a few, however, come from France. 

As the Canadian roads are not very good, solid and powerful 
cars are the ones most in demand. The American car sells well 
at present on account of its cheapness; but, in the opinion of the 
“ Bulletin” a well constructed, fast running car, with perfect 
steering apparatus, would. find purchasers, even at a.high figure, 
as amateurs of motoring are beginning to, grasp the fact that, 
owing to the necessity for frequent repairs, the cheapest machines 
prove dear in the long run. 

It may be of interest to British manufacturers to note a sugges- 
tion of the ‘“ Bulletin” to the. effect that several French firms 
should combine to establish a depdt in Canada, to serve as a 
permanent exhibition of the advantages of French automobiles, 
with competent mechanics attached to execute repairs. At the 
present time, difficulties are often raised at repairing shops when 
cars, other than American, are sent to be dealt with; complaints 
are made as to the lack of the necessary parts, the intricacy of 
the machinery, and so forth, which naturally tend to discourage 
the purchase of such cars. | 
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NATAL. 


The “ Natal Government Gazette” of 13th September contains the 
nt: te text of a Government Notice (No. 608 of 1904) 
cnteatone of announcing that it is intended to offer a reward 
anes. war of 500/. for the manufacture, in the Colony, of 
saamaneil 150,000 square yards of slate, and 150,000 
square yards of millboard, per annum, from 

Natal asbestos. 

The terms and conditions under which the reward will be offered 
are set forth in the “Gazette,” which may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, K.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


MALTA. 


Sealed tenders will be received at the office of the Receiver- 
General and Director of Contracts, Valletta, up 
to 1l a.m. on Friday, the 4th November next, 
for the supply of cast-iron pipes and irregular 





Cast Iron Pipes 
and Castings. 


castings. 

Tenders received after the said date and hour will not be 
considered. 

Tenders are to be accompanied with a deposit of 1001., to be 
made in the office of the Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., by tenderers residing in Great Britain, not having 
a representative in Malta. 

The tenderer whose offer is accepted shall be held to have bound 
himself to an agreement, and may be compelled to carry out the 
obligations arising from his tender, even though he may not have 
signed a formal contract. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 

Particulars, specifications, &c., may be obtained on application 
to the Superintendent of Public Works, in Malta, or to the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, London. 


EGYPT. 


Tenders are invited by the Administration of the Egyptian State 
Stee] Fencin Railways for the supply of 7,900 lineal metres 
no 5 of steel fencing and three sets of steel gates 
and Gates. needed for some of the principal stations. 

Tenders must be sent to ‘“‘ The Chairman, Egyptian State Rail- 

way Administration, Cairo,” on or before the 14th November. 
Specifications with drawings and tender forms can be obtained 
by intending contractors on application to Lieut.-Col. Western, 
R.E., C.M.G., Broadway Chambers, Westminster, S.W., upon 
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EGY PT—continued. 
payment of 4s. per copy. A copy may also be inspected at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


The “ Bulletin” of the French Chamber of Commerce at Alexandria 
publishes the subjoined particulars of the hosiery 
Hosiery Trade. trade in Egypt:— 

The steady increase in this branch of com- 
merce is illustrated by the following figures, showing the value of 
the hosiery imported during the past three years: 1901, £E 107,215; 
1902, ££ 113,244; 1903, ££ 127,763. The principal importing 
countries, in order of importance, are: Germany, France, Italy, 
Austria-Hungary, the United Kingdom, and Spain. The natives, 
through coming into contact so much with Europeans, are gradu- 
ally assimilating European notions of attire. A large proportion 
of them habitually wear shirts, and a still larger proportion have 
adopted the use of socks or stockings. The cheapest articles, which 
come mainly from Germany and Italy, command the largest sale. 

Germany sends the following goods:—Socks of a mixture of 
wool and cotton, priced at from ls. 8d. to 6s. 8d. a dozen, the 
colours most in demand being brown, black, and white; striped 
cotton and half-woollen socks, at from 2s. 6d. to 10s. a dozen; 
fancy cotton shirts, with turned down collars attached, at from 
7s. 1ld. to 18s. 4d. a dozen; cotton vests (mainly white), at from 
4s. 2d. to 10s. 10d. a dozen, and cotton vests of superior quality at 
from 13s. 4d. to 18s. 4d. a dozen; fancy waistcoats, of cotton or 
woollen mixture, at from 10s. to 33s. 4d. a dozen. 

The principal items from France are woollen and half woollen 
socks and stockings, priced at from 4s. 2d. to 8s. 4d. a dozen, and 
cotton socks at from 2s. 6d. to 5s. a dozen. 

The United Kingdom sends half woollen socks, priced at 
from 4s. to 6s. a dozen, and flannel vests at from 13s. to 15s. a 
dozen. This country also supplies high class goods of wool and 
cotton wool which find purchasers among the British residents. 

Spain sends the very commonest goods:. cotton socks, at from 
ls. 7d. to 1s. 8d. a dozen; cotton stockings, at from 1s. 8d. to 
ls. 1ld. a dozen, and cotton waistcoats of various kinds. The 
imports from Spain have diminished of recent years, mainly on 
account of the continual fluctuations in the rate of exchange for 
the peseta. 

All the above prices are f.o.b. Alexandria. 

‘The usual conditions of payment are:—For Germany, Austria, 
and Italy, 120 days, with 5 per cent. discount for cash within 
30 days; for the United Kingdom, 120 days, with 2} per cent. 
discount for cash within 30 days; for Spain, cash within 30 days, 
no discount being allowed. 
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RUSSIA. 


According to the “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 28th 
September/11th October, there has recently 


. ln 4 been an unprecedented demand in the Siberian 
yp onraaagg province of Yeniseisk for all kinds of modern 


agricultural implements and machinery. 

The war has wrought a violent change, remarks the “ Journal,” 
in the methods of the farmers in this district, who were formerly 
content to cultivate their lands with the most antiquated form of 
implements. Now, however, that so large a number of able- 
bodied men have been requisitioned by the military authorities, 
the farmers have been compelled to order hastily all kinds of 
labour-saving machinery and perfected implements, and the sale 
of modern ploughs, threshers, reapers, &e., has shown an abnormal 
increase : in many instances, the local agents have found their stock 
exhausted. It is stated that the use of these articles has now 
become general in the most remote parts of the district of 
Minusinsk. Some farmers, whose orders could not be executed 
in time, and who were therefore compelled to cut their wheat with 
reaping hooks, found this a very costly expedient. 

The more wealthy farmers have made use of combined reapers 
and binders, capable of clearing about eleven acres a day; the 
smaller cultivators, impressed with the advantages of these labour- 
saving devices have endeavoured, whenever possible, to hire them 
from their wealthier neighbours. ~Asa consequence, the purchasers 
of the machines have, in many instances, recouped themselves for 
their outlay. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The “ Feuille Fédérale Suisse ” of 5th October contains the text of 
a Decree of the Swiss Federal Assembly, 
granting a concession for the construction and 
working of a narrow gauge electric railway 
from Sierre to Inden or “Rumeling, to a syndicate formed by 
M.M. O. Zen-Ruffinen and H. Gentinetta, of Louéche, and three 
other gentlemen. The capital to be raised for this purpose is 
fixed at 2,000,000 francs (about 80,0007.). 

The “Feuille” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


to 1 p.m.). 


Electric Railway 
Construction. 
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PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of the 28th September contains the text 
Sanitary Works y a Passa'ng rages: | the Presta 5 of 
1s Sain oanda to execute certain sanitary works in 
- that city, and to contract a loan of 270,000 
milreis (about 50,625/.) for the purpose. 


The “Diario” may be seen on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to | p.m.). 





SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 10th October contains a notice stating 
Electri that an application has been received from Don 
ectric Tramway 704 Yinxo f coin £ Sails trai, 
Material. osé Ainxo for a concession for an electric tram 

way, starting from the Plaza Rovira in Gracia 
and terminating at San Juan de Horta. The notice is published 
with a view to eliciting any applications for the same concession 
on more advantageous terms; such applications to be made within 
30 days from the publication of the notice. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 15th October contains the text of a 

i cial Decree authorising Don José Luis Gomez 

y Plant Navarro to appropriate 10 cubic metres per 

—_ second of water from the River Segura at the 

point called Rio Muerto, tor the production of electric power, 
to be used for industrial purposes in Murcia and other towns. 


The ‘“ Gacetas ” containing the foregoing notices may be seen 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





SIAM. : 


H.M. Consul at Bangkok (Mr. W. R: D. Beckett) reports that the 
Rail construction of the northern railway, which is 
wat intended eventually to reach Lakawn-Lampang 
mentecial, (Lakhon) or Chiengmai, continues steadily. ‘The 
rails have been laid for some 20 miles beyond Lopburi, the present 
terminus, and the embankments have been made as far as Paknampo. 
It is hoped that the line may be open for traffic to the latter place 
by the end of 1905, and to Pitsanulok the following year, but it is 
not certain if that will be possible, high embankments being 
necessary to the north of Paknampo. Great difficulty is caused 
also by the inadequacy of the labour supply. The Government 
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have set aside 6,000,000 ticals (about 330,000/.) in this year’s 
budget for railway construction, and if they continue to devote a 
similar sum annually to the purpose it is hoped that the line will 
reach Lakawn-Lampang in five years. (Loren Office, Annual 
Series, 3,286.) 





MEXICO. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of Mexico of the 29th September contains 
the text of a concession granted to the “ El 
Oro” Mining and Railway Company for the 
construction and working for 99 years of a 
railway (914 millimetres gauge), starting from a point on the 
Tultenango-Yondesé Railway (of which the above-named company 
hold the concession), and terminating at ‘Toluca. 


Railway 
Construction. 


The same “Diario” notifies an application by Sefior Andres 
Lefebvre for the utilisation of water from the 


aap _ river Amacuzac, in the District of Tetecala, 
tag . State of Morelos, for the production of power 


and for irrigation, the maximum amount to be 
utilised being 80 cubic metres per second. 


The “ Diario ” containing the foregoing notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 
of 10, a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





CHILE. 


According to the journal ‘“ Export ” (Berlin), the agricultural im- 
plements and machinery in general use in Chile 


Pn, ora are, as a rule, of a most primitive type, being 
Sachinery : modelled on those formerly used in Spain and 
Flour Mill other European countries. However, the im- 
Machinery portation of modern implements, such as reap- 

ing, binding and threshing machines, has 


increased of late years, and promises to develop still more in the 
future. A few farmers also use modern ploughs and sowing 
machines. There is likewise a demand for machinery for flour mills, 
of which a large number are at work in Chile. 

The employment of commercial travellers, with a knowledge of 
Spanish, would do much to spread the sale of modern machinery. 
If sales, remarks ‘“ Export,” are effected through a local firm, it is 
better to give one firm the exclusive agency for the article sold ; 
to divide the agency among several firms is not a practice to be 
recommended. 
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ARGENTINA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Purch 3 Minister at Buenos Aires (Mr. W. Haggard, C.B.) 
ee = f reporting that a scheme for the purchase, by the 
cg i ys National Government, of the port of La Plata, 
Plata now the property of the province of Buenos 
Aires, has been submitted to Congress for 

approval. 

The price arranged is 11,871,000 dols. gold (about 2,374,200.) ; 
it is proposed to expend a further 4,000,000 dols. on the port. 

Among the reasons advanced in favour of the scheme are that 
the port of Buenos Aires is not capable of providing for any future 
expansion in trade on a large scale, that the Arsenal and Naval 
Dockyards can be removed there, and that there is room in the 
port of La Plata for creating a big “free zone” which will make 
the River Plate a great emporium and distributing centre for all 
the central and southern portions of the Continent. 

It is said to be possible to dredge the port without great cost so 
as to obtain a depth of 30 feet; but there would still remain 
difficulties in the outer River Plate which at present impede the 
ingress of ships of deep draught into any of the Argentine ports. 

A translation of the scheme submitted to Congress and of the 
contract between the Minister of Public Works and the Governor 
of the Province of Buenos Aires has been forwarded by H.M. 
Minister; this may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


According to a recent report by the French Commercial Agent at 
a Mercedes, there is a good opening in the 
Good Province of San Luis for the following 
— articles:—Agricultural machinery of various 
kinds, apparatus for butter and cheese making, copper dairy 
utensils, cream separators, refrigerating machinery, iron water 
pipes, machinery and tools for metal work and wood work, cranes 
for scaffolding, sewing machines, cheap clocks, porcelain tiles, 
acetylene gas lamps and apparatus, fine steel in bars for tool- 
making, and, generally speaking, all kinds of tools and machinery 
for various trades. 


The “Boletin Oficial” of Argentina of the 15th September 
contains the text of a Decree authorising the 
Executive Government to carry out surveys for 
the construction of the following railways :— 
(1) From Cérdoba, proceeding in a north-easterly direction, 
through Villa General Mitre, Rio Seco, Ojo de Agua, Sumampa, 
Salavina, Atamisque and Loreto, and joining the National Railway 
from San Cristobal to Tucum4n at the station, “ La Cafiada.” 


Railway 
Construction. 
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(2) From Monte del Rosario, or the neighbourhood thereof, 
along the projected line from Dedn Funes to Rosario, following an 
easterly direction, passing over the heights of Chipién, and termi- 
nating at Rafaela or some other convenient point where it would 
be connected with the Rosario and Santa Fé Railway. 


The ‘“ Boletin” containing the above may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, H.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





PANAMA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Colon (Mr. E. F. Hudson) reports that the 
trade of that port may be expected to increase con- 
siderably with the large influx of people that must 
take place when the construction of the canal is 
resumed on an extensive scale, and there should then be a good 
market for cheap muslins and cotton goods, for dress materials, 
men’s wearing apparel, cheap boots and shoes of light weight after 
the United States style, food stuffs, particularly canned goods, and 
spirituous liquors. 

It is to be noted that H.M. Consul at Panama(Mr.C. Mallet), in his 
report, points out that it is improbable the present rates of import 
duty will continue for long, as the Panama Government is empowered 
by a special law to enter into an arrangement with the United States 
Government with regard to the duties to be levied in the canal zone 
and in the Republic of Panama, so that they may be the same in 
both regions. In the Canal zone the United States Customs 
tariff is in force. (See “ Board of Trade Journal” for 21st July 
last, p. 127.) (foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,292.) 


Dress Materials, 
Apparel, &c. 





CHINA. 


With reference to the telegram from the British Commercial Attaché 

Electric in China (Mr. J. W. Jamieson), notified on pp. 

488-9 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 15th 

wececiiebed September, 1904, relating to tenders for electric 

a tramway construction in Shanghai, a copy of 

the announcement issued by the Shanghai Municipality has now 
been received, by mail, from the Commercial Attaché :— 

‘The Council invite tenders for the construction and operation of 
about 24 miles of electric tramways on the trolley system, in the 
streets of the Settlement of Shanghai; alternative proposals are 
desired for the single and double trolley lines. 

“A pro forméd contract is open to inspection by tenderers, and 
copies will be supplied to applicants by the Council’s agents, 
Messrs. John Pook & Co., 63, Leadenhall Street, London, E.C. . . . 
from whom further information may be obtained. While the con- 
ditions stated in the pro formd contract are laid down for general 
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guidance, the Council desire it to be expressly understood that 
they are open to such modification as tenderers may consider 
necessary. A deposit of 5,000/., or certified security to that amount, 
will be insisted upon, payable at date of signature of contract, and 
forfeit if the concession is not availed of. 

“Sealed tenders, endorsed ‘Tender for. Tramway Concession,’ 
should be sent to the Secretary, Municipal Council, Shanghai, and 
must be received on or before the 3lst March, 1905.” 


JAPAN. 

H.M. Consul at Kobe (Mr. H. A. C. Bonar), in his report for 1903, 

W states that the general tendency in woollen and 

oollen and : , - as wre 
Worsted Cloths. worsted cloths seem to be pointing to a comple 
change in the requirements of the market. 

The manufacture of flannels in Osaka has greatly improved, and 
the importation has therefore decreased considerably. 

Woollen blankets are being made very satisfactorily, likewise a 
kind of army cloth which promises to be a severe competitor of the 
imported article. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 3,294.) 








FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 440 of the ‘‘ Board of 
—— a. Trade Journal” of 8th. September, respecting 
Exhibition at the Lewis and Clark Exhibition to be held in 

eles decane Portland, Oregon, from Ist June to loth 

, _ October, 1905, the Board of ‘Trade have 
received from H.M. Consul at Portland, Oregon (Mr. J. Laidlaw), 

a copy of the “ Portland Evening Telegram,” of 27th September, 

containing detailed information respecting the Exhibition. 

The “Telegram ” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 

Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day 

between the hours of 10 a.m.and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to.1 p-m.). 


BELGIUM. 

In a recent report by the French Consul-General at Antwerp, 
Exhibition of attention is called to the fact that an Interna- 
Seeteen anal tional Exhibition of artistic posters, picture 

postcards, &c., is to be held at Antwerp from 


Picture Post the 3rd December, 1904, to the 16th January, 
Cards. 1905 





Applications for space will be received until the 1st November, 
1904, by “‘ L’Administration de l’Exposition du Jardin Zoologique, 
Anvers.” 

The French Consul-General suggests that shipping companies 
would do well to send specimens of their posters: 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Rio de Janeiro.—In his report on the trade of Rio de Janeiro 
for the year 1903, the Britisn Vice-Consul (Mr. C. B. Rhind) 
at that port states that, formerly, invoice values of the great 
bulk of the imports here were simply debited to dealers in account 
current, but now it is understood they are drawn against at time 
of shipment and the bills passed through the banks for collection. 
Such a change of system, in view of the existing conditions, is, he 
adds, certainly to be recommended. 

After alluding to the large number of commercial failures on 
the one hand, and the greater stability of exchange on the other, 
the Vice-Consul continues :— 

“ Influences operating against trade development, independently 
of the purely economic difficulties arising chiefly from the poor 
results of the last two coffee crops, are to be found in the heavy 
taxation, it being calculated that Federal and State (exclusive of 
municipal) taxes for the present year (1904) will amount to no 
less than 524,000,000 milreis, or 70 per cent. of the total value of 
exports. 

‘‘ Another most discouraging element is to be found in the 
commercial laws, which make the recovery of debt uncertain, thus 
facilitating inequitable and secret settlements between unscrupulous 
traders, to the detriment of less favoured creditors, and parti- 
cularly of such as are not resident, or are not adequately repre- 
sented, in the country. 

‘“‘ In consideration of these facts, and of the numerous important 
failures which have lately occurred, it has been considered 
advisable by this Consulate, when manufacturers and merchants 
apply for addresses with a view to opening up direct trade, to warn 
them against adopting this system except with fully approved 
guarantee. They are advised to do their business, whenever 
possible, through the merchant commission firms, many of whom 
have branches in the United Kingdom, and whose addresses can 
be obtained from the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade. 

“Such arrangements need not, and should not, however, deter 
those wishing to open up trade from coming out to ascertain the 
requirements of the market on the spot. ‘The time is, I should 
think, opportune for such a visit, as, although present conditions 
are far from satisfactory, there is a promise of a revival of activity 
in the near future.” 

After referring to the favourable symptom of sundry municipal 
improvements being undertaken, Mr. Rhind proceeds :— 

“‘Other indications of movement in the right direction are 
afforded by the reduction of export dues and other taxes in the 
State of Rio de Janeiro, which change has encouraged the railway 
companies in their turn to reduce their freight rates for many 
commodities. We are told that the new and combined action of 
moderation is already stimulating production, and that the falling- 
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off in coffee cultivation is being compensated by increased traffic in 
maize, rice, timber, cattle, and garden and dairy produce.” 

Further on in his report, he writes :— 

“ Above all, for the benefit of firms desiring to make their goods 
known in the country, I would again urge a 4 reform in the compi- 
lation of catalogues, especially in those issued by engixeering con- 
cerns. Many expensive works are sent out which, I am sure, fail 
to attract business chiefly because they are exclusively i in English, 
and therefore not understood. They should be in Portuguese and 
distributed as widely as possible, not only in the coast towns but 
also in the interior, where there are many industrial enterprises of 
considerable importance as well as the planters, who are, in many 
instances, users of machinery and engineering plant on no insig- 
nificant scale. 

‘The use of catalogues, however, should in no way supersede 
the employment of local agents in the conduct of business; for 
such houses as have an eye to Government and departmental con- 
tracts, local representation is now particularly necessary in view of 
the increasing practice of supplying full data for the guidance of 
tenderers only on personal application at the departments concerned. 
Besides which, the period for presentation of tenders is often too 
short to allow the possibility of offers from abroad.” (foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,283.) 

H.M. Consular Agent at Corumbé (Mr. C. C. Cooper) remarks on 
the activity of Continental trade representation, and the want of 
sufficient information regarding British manufactures, and adds :— 

‘“‘T have endeavoured in some measure to obviate these difficul- 
ties by a proper distribution of the many catalogues sent me by each 
mail, but, as the English language is comparatively unknown here, 
and it is very clearly outside the sphere of my official duties to under- 
take their translation, such catalogues generally remain unnoticed, 
although, in many instances, I have made partial translations at 
the request of the parties interested.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,283.) 


Mexico-In his report for last year (Poreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,285) H.M. Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. Jerome) com- 
ments on the statement frequently made that British exports to 
Mexico decline, and gives a series of figures for the last fiscal years, 
1898-1908, which show, when allowance is made for the fact that 
to-day Mexico manufactures to a very considerable extent all the 
cotton cloths, calicoes and prints which are required for the con- 
sumption of the inhabitants, and that these formerly constituted an 
important item in British exports to that country, that, notwith- 
standing this loss, the average trade has not decreased, thus proving 
that exports of other articles have materially increased. It also must 
not be lost sight of that a large portion of British goods entering 
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Mexico is credited to Germany and the United States; to the 
former, the exports vid Hamburg, which chiefly go to the Pacific 
ports, and to the latter those coming to Northern Mexico vid New 
York, New Orleans and Galveston. 

With regard to imports from Canada, H.M. Consul writes :— 

“ While imports from Canada to Mexico appear on paper to be 
insignificant at present, there is hope that as soon as the proposed 
steamship lines connect Mexican ports with those of the Dominion, 
the Canadian trade with Mexico will show itself in its true light, 
and I am of opinion that its volume will be a surprise; I may 
explain that Canadian manufacturers are well able to compete in 
this market against United States rivals in many commodities in 
which the manufacturer of the United: Kingdom would not have 
any chance of success, especially in such articles as cheap furniture, 
wood-pulp, plumbers’ fittings, canned and preserved fish, breakfast 
foods and many groceries, which, so far, as I am aware, have not 
yet much vogue in the United Kingdom, but which are much 
sought after on this side of the Atlantic.” 

The attention of commercial travellers visiting Mexico is drawn 
to the description, from a trade point of view, of sundry important 
Mexican towns at pp. 14-16 of the Consul’s report. 

Mr. Jerome a hand il to one point on which British firms 
doing business in Mexico show a neglect, that is advertising. 

He says :—‘‘ Foreign firms advertise considerably i in the tram- 
ways, railway stations, and in the public Press. Advertising pays 
in Mexico. “Mexicans like having anything that is the latest thing 
out. If you tell them so, constantly, by drawing their attention 
everywhere available to your goods, they will w ant them, and will 
insist upon having them. This the Americans know and practise 
with good results. 

To new firms and the new enterprises that usually apply to 
Consulates for assistance I would say: do not, in writing 
for information, withhold any important facts regarding your 
business, and remember to make your questions quite clear 
so that the Consul may know exactly the information that is 
wanted. Often add allied trades; quote whenever possible prices 
f.o.b. London or Liverpool ; conditions ; how packed, &.; terms 
of payment, discounts; and if any such information is not to be 
made public, then mark the letter confidential. 

“From what I have been able to learn, the greatest difficulty 
in the way of extending British trade with Mexico is the want of 
quick direct communication, and the absence in the United 
Kingdom of any acknowledged mart of Mexican products. 

“Tt is next to impossible to send samples, except at very great 
expense, if these are at all bulky, from Mexico City to Liverpool 
or London, although the two railways between here and the 
nearest port are British owned; if the samples can be sent by 
parcel post it is easy, but if they exceed the limits permitted by 
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the postal authorities there is no alternative, and the unhappy 
exporter has to accede to the demands of an American “ Express ” 
company, who send them overland at a very high rate vid New 
York. 

“In packing, two things have to be considered, first, resistance 
to rough, not to say careless, handling; second, the packages must 
be made so as easily to show if any attempt has been made to open 
them in transit; for instance, barrels covered with canvas are bad 
because canvas can be unsewn, contents of the barrel partially 
removed, and the outer covering re-sewn so that to outward 
appearances the parcel is intact, and any larceny can only be 
discovered after the responsibility of the carriers is over. ‘Ihese 
larcenies are becoming of so common occurrence that soon very 
stringent measures will have to be adopted to put an end to them.” 


Crete—The British Vice-Consul at Canea (Mr. G. Lascelles), in his 
report for 1903 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,282), states that 
there is no doubt that the commercial prospects of the island are 
brighter at present than during the last two years. The excellent 
organisation of the Cretan gendarmerie, and the desire of the country 
people to resume their normal quiet life, have encouraged the mer- 
chants in the towns to re-open relations with European houses, and 
have enabled them to give guarantees of payment. 

Mr. T. A. Trifilli, the British Vice-Consul at Rethymo writes :— 
“ As I have had the honour to report several times, the only way 
to increase the trade with the United Kingdom would be the 
establishment of direct steamer communication with this island, 
but the want of good ports in the island presents serious diffi- 
culties to the execution of this project.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,282.) 

Chungking.—-In his recent report to the Foreign Office, the 
Acting British Consul at Chungking (Mr. H. E. Sly) deplores the 
representation of British trade interests there by Chinese, and 
points out the disadvantages of the system. He adds :— 

‘“‘T am well aware that the argument is frequently advanced that 
the commercial inducements of Chungking are not sufficient to 
warrant the expenditure of maintaining a foreigner in residence. 
The steady advance in the trade of the port from 1894 to 1903, all 
allowance being made for the possibility of transfer of the likin to 
the Imperial Maritime Customs, does not, however, appear to 
justify so pessimistic a view. In 1894 the value of the total trade 
passing through the Imperial Maritime Customs was 10,781,505 
taels; in 1903 it was 29,224,698 taels. In other words, in nine 
years the trade of the port has almost trebled. It must, too, be 
borne in mind that at present only about one-fifth of the entire 
trade of Chungking goes through the foreign customs, the 
remainder passing under likin.” (For eign Office, Annual Series, 
3,290.) 
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REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. 


With reference to the article published on pp. 592-3 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” of 29th September H.M. Consul at 
Panama (Mr. C. Mallet), in his report for the year 1903, remarks 
that the provisional delimitation of the boundaries between the ter- 
ritory of the United States on the Isthmus of Panama, and the 
Republic of Panama, was agreed to and signed at Panama in July 
last. 

According to this agreement the city of Panama is, for all prac- 
tical purposes, left without a seaport for foreign commerce, as 
the anchorage of vessels at Flamenco and the wharf at La Boca, 
now called ‘“ Port Ancon,” which, together, constitute the port of 
Panama, as far as ocean-going vessels are concerned, both lie 
within the territory of the zone. 

Moreover it was announced that a similar port is to be opened 
on the Atlantic entrance to the zone, to be known as “ Cristobal.” 

The cities of Panama and Colon are now confined to two small 
patches wedged in at the two extremities of the zone, and their future 
commercial existence appears to be inseparably bound up with the 
leased territory, as it would be practically impossible for them to 
enforce any customs regulations of their own which were not in 
harmony with those prevailing across the border. 

Except the town of Bocas del Toro, the remainder of the Republic 
contains no commercial centres of any importance. 

All descriptions of merchandise from the United States are to 
be admitted into the zone duty free, whilst all imports from abroad 
must pay duty in accordance with the United States Tariff. 
(foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,292.) 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


TRANSVAAL. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “Transvaal 
pw Gazette” for 16th September last, containing a 
Settintion Oe Government Notice (No. 1,017 of 1904) which 
Goods by Post 2S issued by the ‘Transvaal Government on 
y 14th September, 1904, notifying, for general 
information, that :— 

“As regards United Kingdom and Canadian goods imported 
through the post, the maximum value ofa postal package in respect 
of which a rebate of Customs duty may be claimed by means, only, 
of the endorsement on the package of a Certificate in the Form 
‘C,’ referred to in Government Notice No. 995 of 1903,* has been 
raised from 5/. to 101.” 

The Notice provides that the above alteration is to take effect 
from the date of publication of the ‘‘ Transvaal Gazette.” 


* The Form of Certificate required under Guvernment Notice, No. 995 of 1903” 
was published on p. 68 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 8th October, 1903. 


_ MERE 
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BARBADOS. 


A copy of the Bounty Fed Sugar (Amendment) Act, 1904 

tation of (No. 25 of 1904) has been received through the 

ore S a - Colonial Office, which was assented to by the 
pe hay Governor of Barbados on 5th August last. 

_— The present Act repeals section 4 of the 
Bounty Fed Sugar Act of 1903, and substitutes therefor a 
proviso empowering the Governor, in Executive Committee, to 
make an order prohibiting the importation of bounty-fed sugar 
(other than molasses and sugar-sweetened products) from any 
foreign country into the Colony of Barbados. 

An amended form of certificate of origin is also substituted by 
the Act under notice. 





EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 8rd October contains a 
, , Valuation Tariff* for the purpose of assessin 
oe export duties on various iduiies of a 
Exports of produce. One of these, in force for the current 
Ervot; “al month only, contains valuations for cotton, rice, 
sypuan origin. ‘sugar, and other cereals and vegetables. A 
second, in operation from the lst October to the 31st December, 
1904, contains valuations for a number of miscellaneous articles, 
such as sesame, flax, tow, wool, ivory, wax, hides and skins of 
various sorts, horns and hoofs, cotton-seed oil, &c., &e. 
These Tariffs may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C, 


* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, see 
‘* Board of Trade Journal” for the 19th March, 1903, pp. 589-590. 





EGYPT—SUDAN. 


The “Sudan Gazette” for the 1st September contains the text 
of an Ordinance (No. 7 of 1904) fixing the 
royalties on gum, ostrich feathers, rhinoceros 
horn, ivory, indiarubber, and gutta percha in 


Royalties on 
Gum, Ostrich 


. oe the Sudan. 
vory; Pong sale In accordance with Section 4 of this Ordi- 


nance, royalties are to be levied on the above 
articles coming from any part of the Sudan, or imported into it 
in an unmanufactured condition, at such rate as shall from time to 
time be notified by the Governor-General in the ‘‘ Sudan Gazette,” 
but not greater than 20 per cent., or less than 10 per cent. 
ad valorem. 
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Until further notice the royalty on gum, ostrich feathers, india- 
rubber, and gutta percha is to be 20 per cent. ad valorem, and the 
royalty on ivory and rhinoceros horn 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

The following Valuation Tariff for the purpose of calculating 
these royalties is to remain in force until further notice :— 








PLES Unit. Valuation. 

I.—GuUM. 
‘* Hashab’”’ “ oe oid int _ al ...| Kantar Pr. 50 
“ Gezira” sie oI ‘mm an a sin Ri <, » 40 
a: ae i bss ney bad ide hie - alt 

II,—OsTRICH FEATHERS. | 
White ... ee aon we ie =v an oa Rotl », 120 
Black ... ob — a ms soe _ ois - -_ — 
* Rubda ” os ~_ coe ei sue ose one - » 20 
IiI.—Ivory. 
Ist quality “ Aal” ... om oli ais bee ...| Kantar £E 30 
| os nis whe oe - » 24 
ee. lhl ss one oie ~ “se i a} 
4th ,, ‘Mashrukh—Mashmus” bee ose née . . 9 
Sth , “ Khorda” ee" ee iad obs sain pe e 5 
IV.—RHINOCEROS HORN. 
Ist quality bee ioe dep ves ibe tee ona Rotl PT. 10 
2nd_iés,, nea sab ods am _— jus dus = - 8 
ae mn wi om a ie dee dor » ~ 5 
V.—INDIA RUBBER AND GUTTA PERCHA. 

All qualities... see bee oes sé ree ..| Kantar £E 10 











Kantar = 100 rotl =99 lbs, avoirdupois.s #£H1=—=100 Piastres=11. Os. 6d. 


The Ordinance further provides that no person may trade in or 
purchase ivory, indiarubber, or gutta percha south of Khartoum 
unless he is the holder of a Government licence or permit 
authorising him to do so. The Government may refuse any 
such licence or permit. 


The ‘‘ Gazette” containing the full text of the Ordinance may be 
consulted on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 


of the Board of Trade. 





FRANCE. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 80 of last week’s 
Tariff Classifica- “<5 ournal ” relative to the classification, under 
tion of Pongees the French Customs Tariff, of certain silk 
Tussores. &c,  s8UeS of extra-European origin, the Board of 
zou” Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
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Office, of information to the effect. that it has been decided to 
suspend the application of the new classification to the tissues in 
question until the 1st January next. 





FRANCE—ALGERIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 459 of the 
‘ Journal” for the 10th March last, relative to 
the consumption duty on alcohol manufactured 
Consumption in or imported into Algeria, the Board of Trade 
» reg ee have now received, through the Foreign Office, 
uy ° ‘a copy of a French Presidential Decree pro- 
viding that from the Ist January next the additional consumption 
duty* of 1 franc per hectol. of pure alcohol is to be reduced to 
10 centimes. 


* This additional consumption duty was imposed from the Ist January, 1903, 
in order to provide a fund for the purpose of paying bounties to manufacturers of 
denaturated alcohol. 


Reduction of 
Additional 





ITALY—AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 81 of last week’s 
‘“ Journal” respecting the commercial relations 


New Provisional between Italy and Austria-Hungary, the Board 


emcee of Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
nn rt tae a Office, of a memorandum by. H.M. Commercial 
CUWOCR SUaLy Attaché at Vienna, giving particulars of the 


Austria-Hungary. os 
. 64tY- new provisional Commercial Convention which 


came into operation on the 15th inst., and is to remain in force 
until 3lst December, 1905. 

With the exception of a few concessions made to Italy in favour of 
almonds, hazel-nuts, and olive oil, and of a special arrangement 
respecting wine, the Convention merely maintains in force the 
existing Customs relations. 

With regard to wine, the Convention provides that, from the 
15th inst. until the 3lst December next, foreign white wine, 
in casks, of this year’s vintage, may be imported by rail into 
Austria-Hungary for blending purposes to a quantity not exceed- 
ing 450,000 metric centners, on payment of a duty of 6°50 florins 
(gold) per 100 kilogs. Under the same restrictions Marsala wine, 
in casks, to a maximum quantity of 4,000 metric centners, is to be 
admitted at the rate of 7°50 florins (gold) per 100 kilogs. 

The necessary Customs formalities in connection with. these 
special importations of wine may be carried out at Vienna or 


Budapest only. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


Tho following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
application of the United States Customs 

Customs Decisions. Tariff, which have recently been issued by the 
Treasury Department at Washington :— 


Imitation pearls, pierced, of a class known in the trade as beads, 
are dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem as ‘“ beads,” 
under paragraph 408 of the Tariff. 


So-called rope chains of brass washed with gold, imported in 
long lengths, are dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 193 as articles of metal. 


Drilled diamonds of the description known as bort, designed for 
use of wire drawers, are entitled to free entry, under paragraph 545. 

Damaged fruit—Allowance for shortagye—Iequisite proof.—To 
constitute a non-importation, or shortage, of imported fruit which 
will justify a pro rata abatement of duties, the merchandise must 
be rendered valueless and unmerchantable, so as not to be a proper 
subject for abandonment and sale under the provisions of section 
23 of the Customs Administrative Act, providing for the abandon- 
ment of damaged goods. 

In the case of imported fruit claimed to be rotten or 
decayed, the onus is on the importer to show with sufficient 
certainty, and by satisfactory evidence, the percentage of the 
merchandise which is destroyed so as to have become valueless. 
Vague estimates of such percentages, made upon _ superficial 
examination, are not sufficient to justify an abatement of duties. 
A fortiori, no allowance will be made when it is shown that the 
original packages of such goods were sold in the market without 
separating the decayed fruit from that which -was sound. 

Absorption of sea water.—Where merchandise such as wool 
noils has become saturated with sea water so as to absorb, while in 
transit, an unusual amount of moisture, the weight of which is 
ascertainable with reasonable certainty, the importer is entitled to 
have the entry liquidated on the basis of the landed weight of the 
merchandise less the amount of the water. Importers desiring to 
claim a reduction of duty on this score should, so far as possible, 
comply with the regulations laid down by the United States Treasury 
Department as to the mode of proof. 


Pickled or salted sheepskins.—Sheepskins known as “ roans,” 
‘‘ skivers,” “‘ grains,” or “ splits,” split from the grain side of sheep- 
skins; and “ fleshes” or “ fleshers,” split from the flesh side of 
sheepskins, all salted or pickled, are free of duty under paragraph 
664 of the Tariff. 

Sawn birch timber in strips, suitable for use in the manufacture 
of chairs, is dutiable under paragraph 195 of the Tariff as “ sawn 
lumber, not specially provided for.” 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 
Also the following :— 





Paragraph of 
the Tariff Rate of 

under which Duty. 
dutiable. 


Articles. 





Lumber subjected to chemical treatment in order to 
render it fireproof; dutiable as a‘‘ manufacture of 
wocd” ... 203 35 % ad val. 

Bone grease, produced from bone, which is unfiltered 
and unpressed ; dutiable as an unenumerated manu- 
factured article . ; Sec. 6. 20 % 

“* Black varnish,” an article prepared from coal tar, 
not used as a varnish, but as a paint; dutiable as a 
coal tar preparation ... oh one oes ees 15 20% 


9 











The regulations respecting the free importation of animals into the 
United States for breeding, a notice of which 


ee appeared at p. 413 of the “Journal” for the 
28th May, 1903, have been revoked, and new 
Breeding lati bstituted 
Saeteneae regulations substituted. ae 
— A copy of the circular containing these new 
regulations may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 


the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 217 of the 
“ Journal ” for the 29th October, 1903, relative 
to the regulations for the identification of 
sugars subject to countervailing duties on 
importation into the United States, the Board 
of Trade are now in receipt of a copy of a 
circular of the United States Treasury Depart- 
ment, containing a form of certificate of origin for imported 
sugar, which may also be used mutatis mutandis in the case of 
sugar exported from the United States to countries parties to the 
Brussels Sugar Convention. 
The form of certificate is as follows :— 


Form of 
Certificate of 
Origin for 
Imported and 
Exported Sugars. 


Certificate of origin of sugars to be exported to the United States. 


osiscdnails » PB ices 
I, the undersigned pain ** Veit st do hereby certify that the 


sugar described below was produced between the......... : aes 


and the...... , 190..., in the country of...... , and is to be transported 


{by cece ceccccccs ee seccccacecocore tol rsrreceeeseeess : and that no bounty 


; 
} 
: 
: 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


or grant has been cr will be paid or bestowed on said sugar by 
said country in any manner whatsoever. 





Kind of packages. | Marks and numbers.}| Kind of sugar. | Quantity of sugar. 

















This certificate shall be invalid twelve months from date of issue 
unless otherwise limited to a less period. 


(a) I do further certify that the above-described sugar was not 
obtained from a factory or refinery working or handling sugars from 
any country paying or bestowing, directly or indirectly, any bounty 
or grant upon the exportation of sugars. 


Consular Certificate. 


Iho: ieinieiien , American ......... RD enevosens do hereby certify that 
| eee on this ...... GOT OE noceseses A.D. 190..., the foregoing 
certificate was produced to me by ...... in person ; that I am satis- 


fied that said certificate is correct and true; that the signature 
thereto is that of { (Ti erescmassscill and that said Pas wast 
is authorised to sign said certificate. 


Witness my hand and seal of office at ......... the day and year 
ARETE ED i Aan ee cat a ee 


The same form of certificate, with the necessary substitution of 
the name of the foreign country of importation, for the words “ the 
United States ” in the title of the certificate, may be executed 
and issued by the chief officers of Customs at the several ports 
in the United States, when presented by domestic exporters of 
sugars to countries parties to the Brussels Sugar Convention of 
5th March, 1902, which require similar certificates of identification 
of sugars imported into those countries, provided that each certifi- 
cate presented for verification and signature shall have attached 
thereto an affidavit by the domestic refiner or manufacturer, stating 
that the sugars described in the certificate thus presented were not 
obtained from a factory or refinery working or handling sugars from 
any bounty-paying country, and the name of the country of origin 
of the sugar as well as the country of manufacture. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 313 of the 
eceetattas dt “Journal” for the 19th May last, relative to 
P H the prohibition of the importation into the 
Straw or Hay United States of straw or hay from Continental 
from Continental Kurope, the Board of Trade are now in receipt, 


bone in tio through the Foreign Office, of telegraphic 
Foroked __ information to the effect that the United States 


Department of Agriculture have issued an 
Order revoking the prohibition in question. The Order further 
provides that all hay and straw, the produce of the countries 
of Continental Europe, and also hay and straw which has been 
transported through any of those countries, are to be disinfected, 
at the expense of the importer and before unloading, in such 
manner as may be prescribed by the Bureau of Animal Industry. 
On being landed, they are to be stored and held in quarantine for 
not less than three months, in a place acceptable to, and under the 
conditions prescribed by, the same Bureau. 





COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the translation of the new Customs Tariff of 
Colombia which appeared in the issues of the 
“Journal” for the 21st January—18th Feb- 
ruary last, it will be observed that ‘“ beer” 
occurs in two places in that Tariff; once in the 4th class, dutiable 
at the rate of 3 centavos per kilog., and again in the 8th class, 
dutiable at the rate of 20 centavos per kilog. According to 
telegraphic information received at the Board of Trade through the 
Foreign Office, the Colombian Government have now decided that 
beer is to be dutiable under the 4th class, at the rate of 3 centavos 
(gold) per kilog. (gross weight). 


PANAMA. 


With reference to previous notices* which have appeared in the 
‘“ Journal” on the subject of the fees payable to 
Panama Consuls for the certification of invoices, 
&c., the Board of Trade have now received, 
through the Foreign Office, a copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul 
at Panama, calling attention to the fact that these fees are payable 
in gold in Europe and the United States, and in the national 
currency of the Republicf in all other countries. 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 16th June and for the Ist September 
last. 
+ See ‘ Board of Trade Journal” for the 11th August last. 


Import Duty 
on Beer. 





Payment of 
Consular Fees. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


NATAL—ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The correspondent of the Board of Trade at Port Natal (Mr. A. D. 
Agnew) reports that an agreement has been 
- armen ctl pa. me into between the ‘Natal Government 
ees: thiiiaiiee and the Acting Commissioner of the Central 

y§- South African Railways, on behalf of the High 
Commissioner for South Africa, for the construction of railways 
between Bethlehem and Kroonstad and Bethlehem and Modder. 
poort in the Orange River Colony. 

The construction of these lines, which, says Mr. Agnew, will no 
doubt be carried out, will connect Durban with some of the best 
districts of the Orange River Colony, the trade with which now 
passes through the Cape Colony ports, although in former times 
a large share of it was done by Natal merchants. 

A very considerable growth of British imports through Natal 
and also increased exports of Natal coal and other produce over- 
land may be expected to follow the opening of direct communica- 
tions with these districts. 

Mr. Agnew adds that he is informed by the General Manager of 
the Natal Railways that the first section of the Kroonstad line, 
which is now being built, will be ready for traffic in a few months. 


The Modderpoort line will not be completed before 1906. 


SPAIN. 
The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 12th October, contains the text of a 
“a Decree exempting the following category of 
- scams gaia merchandise ees landing and heather (an 
P ‘ when conveyed by vessels engaged in the first- 
class coasting trade :—Grain and flour; cattle: potatoes, split peas 
and dried vegetables: charcoal and timber; and fertilisers. 
The above mentioned goods, together with coal, are also 
exempted from inland transport dues. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY—MEXICO. 


With reference to the notices on p. 460 of the ‘“ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 8th September, and p. 265 of the 








g Bore mesa aie “ Journal” of 25th August, respecting a line of 
patty steamers to be run between '‘l'rieste and ports 
Trieste and 


Pons pcicoe > in Central America, a despatch has been 

"received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister in Mexico (Mr. G. Greville, C.M.G.) reporting that the 
Mexican Government has agreed to grant the ‘“‘ Unione Austriaca. 
Linea di Navigazione” a subsidy of 6,000 dollars for each steamer 
that calls at Vera Cruz. The steamers must also call at Tampico, 
Bahia de la Ascension, and Progreso. The Company are likewise 
bound to carry mail matter. The subsidy will not take effect 
until the Mexican Congress have ratified the concession. 
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Shipping and Transport. 





PERU. 


The British Vice-Consul at Arequipa (Mr. Clarke) reports that the 

Inca Mining Company, owners of the famous 
New Cart Road. ‘“‘ Santo Domingo” mine in Carabaya, have 

secured from the Peruvian Government a grant 
of 2,000,000 acres of ground on the Madre de Dios, on condition 
that they construct a good cart road from that district to Tirapata, 
a station on the Southern Railway, 357 miles from Mollendo. 
This cart road is now approaching completion and will have a total 
length of about 200 miles; it will serve to open out immense 
tracts of ground abounding in rubber trees of the most valuable 
kind. 

Hitherto nearly all the rubber produced in that district has 
been exported by way of Para, often taking from six to eight 
months in reaching that place. It is now possible to send produce 
from the Inambari and Madre de Dios to Tirapata in 10 or 12 
days, and thence to Mollendo in three days. (foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,281.) 





JAPAN. 
In his report for 1903, H.M. Consul at Kobe (Mr. H. A. C. Bonar) 


says that conference rates were maintained at 

Freight Rates. the same figures as in 1902, viz., 2/. 10s., 

21. 5s. and 2/. for A, B and C classes of cargo 

respectively to London, Marseilles and regular Continental ports. 
For New York, vid Suez, rates ruled as follows :— 





Rate per 40 Cubic Feet. 








Highest. Lowest. 
£ 8s. Se -<€ 

Merchandise ... wan dba ine hin She >< 0 17 6 
Tea seg sits 1 5 1 O90 
Matting... 1 0 0 17 6 











(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,294.) 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 
GERMANY. 


In the course of his report on the trade of Germany during the first 
Machi half of 1904, H.M. Consul-General at Berlin (Dr, 
achineé Paul Schwabach) remarks that busi 

Industry. aul Schwabac ) remarks that business was un- 
satisfactory in several branches of the machine 

industry. Makers of steam engines suffer from the growing demand 
for gas engines and turbines. Agricultural machinery was in good 
demand, but orders were not sufficient to keep makers regularly 
employed; orders for sugar making and textile machinery were 
disappointing. Loud complaints are raised by the manufacturers 
of machine tools, who find it extremely difficult to fight American 
competition. It is pointed out that while the present German 
import duty amounts to hardly 5 per cent. of the value, German 
machinery is subject to an ad valorem duty of 45 per cent. in the 
United States, and it is alleged that in several cases machine tool 
makers were compelled to take up, with great sacrifices, the manu- 
facture of other machinery. Locomotives and railway car builders 
were well employed; the Prussian State railways are spending 
considerable sums on new plant, and foreign orders were also 
plentiful. In the electric industry the large concerns were well 
employed; smaller ones cannot compete with them in certain 
branches, such as electric lighting and power and signalling plant, 
and the manufacture of accumulators is almost completely 
monopolised by a combination of the largest works in this branch. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,287.) 





With reference to the particulars published on pp. 306-7 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” of 19th May last, 

Steel Syndicate. respecting the German steel and other syndi- 
| cates, H.M. Consul-General at Berlin, in his 
recent report (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,287), gives further 
detailed information as regards the steel syndicate, which amplifies 
the information previously given. Extracts from the agreement 
concluded between the syndicate and its members are included 
in the report, which may be obtained at a cost of 24d. from 
Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, E.C.; 
Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Mr. E. Ponsonby, 116, 


Grafton Street, Dublin. 
FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


According to “La Quinzaine Coloniale” some fragments of 
eins al platinum have been discovered by prospectors 
a engaged in gold washing on the river Isonjo, 

' in the province of Farafangana, Madagascar. 

These fragments, which have been tested by:the Madagascar 
Department of Mines, appear to have been washed away from some 
extinct volcanic rocks. Careful researches are being carried out 
along the course of the Isonjo and its tributaries with a view to 
scovering the source of origin. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The “ Boletim Official” of Mozambique for 12th September, pub- 
lishes mining’ regulations for the territories of 
Manica and Sofala under the administration of 
the Mozambique Company, which have received 


Mining 
Regulations. 
the Royal Assent. 

These regulations, which deal with the grant of prospecting 
licences, the concession of mining claims, &c., may be seen at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 


Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the heurs of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





PERU. 
H.M. Consul-General at Callao (Mr. A. St. John C.M.G.) reports 


that there is a very large coal area in the 

Coal Deposits. Department of Ancachs. It is met with about 
66 miles from the port of Chimbote. In the 

Santa Valley coal exists in immense quantities ; in fact, it is said 
that it can be traced for 20 miles. Experiments made last year 
with Ancachs coal for steam purposes did not give satisfactory 
results, but, adds the Consul-General, possibly it might be used 
in blast furnaces and for domestic purposes. (Foreign Office, 


Annual Series, 3,281.) 





MEXICO. 


H.M, Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. J. Jerome) reports that the 
1 iron and steel works at Monterey cost 1,000,0002. 
Tron and Stee to complete, the necessary capital being raised 
Weens. locally. The iron mines and the coal mines 

are both about 70 miles distant. The plant is complete, and 
structural iron, rolled steel rails, commercial iron, pig, &c., 
are being made. ‘T'he full capacity of the plant is sufficient to 
supply the whole of the present demand of the Republic. (Loreign 


Office, Annual Series, 8,285.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Tampico (Mr. G. W. E. Griffith) 

reports that a company was formed durin 
Asphalt Deposits. 1903 to develop certain deposits of asphalt near 

the lagoon of Tamiahua, in the State of Vera 
Cruz. These deposits have been worked with varying results for 
many years, and it is probable that, when‘ what is called the 
Tuxpan Canal is completed to Tampico, the undertaking will prove 
a commercial success. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,285.) 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





BRAZIL. 
The British Vice-Consul at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. C. B. Rhind) 


remarks in his recent report it is to be regretted. 


ae of that, notwithstanding the general indications 
ne within and without the country of a reviving 
Legislation. 


interest in mining possibilities, nothing has as 
yet been done in the direction of adequate mining legislation. 
It is therefore just as difficult, or impossible, now, as before, to 
obtain good and secure titles to mineral properties, and would-be 
investors are advised to be cautious in their negotiations and 
dealings. 


The British Consular Agent at. Corumba (Mr. C. C. Cooper) reports 
that, although no inducement is at present 
offered to the working of the immense and 
easily accessible deposits of manganese at 
Urucum, he believes, in the near future, this will become an 
important article of export from Matto Grosso, and he recom- 
mends persons interested in this industry to give their considera- 
tion to the subject. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,283.) 


Manganese 
Deposits. 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 15th October, were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... eee esi - 308. dd. 
Barley ... sae soe wo. 208. Ad, 
Oats... o wn — a * 
For further particulars see p. 132. 


A statement is published on p. 133, showing the quantities of 

;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
em - oa imported into the United Kingdom during the 
° ToaUce. week ended the 15th October, 1904, as well as 


of the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 
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Agriculture. 





RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia (Mr. H. A. Cooke) 
' reports that the official “Commercial and 
er + Industrial Gazette” of St. Petersburg of 
. : 12/25th September gives the following figures 
as an estimate, the first of its kind undertaken, made by the 
Central Statistical Committee, from July data, of the probable 
harvest in 60 Governments of European Russia, adding, however, 
that they can be but approximate and incomplete :— 





Average from 1903. . 1904. 


— 1898-1902. 1903. ia 
Definite Yield. Definite Yield. Estimated Yield. 





Millions of Poods. | Millions of Poods. | Millions of Poods.. 














Winter rve ... aes 1,267 1.343 1,211 
Winter wheat —_ 210 244 188 
Spring wheat _ 403 543 499 
Barley eee a 452 471 357 
Buckwheat ... ods 60 50 43 
Millet io anil 111 98 69 
Maize wes rom 58 62 44 
Oats ... one one 665 628 680 
Pood = 36 lbs, 


The above-mentioned journal, commenting on the above, 
concludes as follows :— 


“Thus, according to the data of the Central Statistical Com- 
mittee, the harvest of the current year yields to that of last year 
and to the average crop. The diminution of the yield, however, 
as is evident from the figures given by the Committee, is not so 
great that the harvest can be termed below the average, as the 
Committee in fact terms it. It would be juster to estimate the 
present crop as a good average yield.” 


In connection with the foregoing, it is to be noted that a fuller 
descriptive report, dated ten days earlier, may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
ot Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg ” of 9th/22nd September stats, 
with regard to the development of tea cultiva- 
tion in Caucasia during the past three or four 
years (references to which have appeared in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal,” the latest being in the issue for 
24th December, 1903, p.p. 610-11), that in this district 410 
dessiatines are devoted to tea plantations, the amount produced in 
1903 being 25,000 poods. 


Dessiatine = 2°7 acres. Pood = 36 lbs. 


Tea Industry in 
Caucasia. 
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Agriculture. 





ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Palermo (Mr. S. J. A. Churchill), in a recent 
inhi iin despatch to the Foreign Office, reports for the 
f Sicil benefit of the lemon-growing colonies and the 
ee? green fruit trade that the prospects of the new 
harvest of lemons in Sicily are bad. ‘The new crop is estimated 
to be half an average one. 





MEXICO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Tampico (Mr. G. W. E. Griffith) 

reports that Mexico produces about 100,000 

Sugar Trust. tons of sugar annually. With a view to 

keeping up the price in that country, a Trust 

was formed in 1903, and it was decided to export 20 per cent. of. 

the total production, all of which went to the United Kingdom, 

and was there sold at about half the price paid by the Mexican 

consumer. The Trust has now, however, gone into liquidation, 

and the result will be cheaper sugar. (foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,285.) 


The “ Mexican Investor” states that the tobacco crop of Mexico 
Tobacco Crop for 1904 is estimated at 800,000 arrobas. All 
of 1904 the tobacco exported is sent to Kurope, as the 
duties in the United States are prohibitive. 
The export of this product tends to diminish, the local consumption 
having increased considerably of recent years. 
Arroba = 25°357 lbs. 


BRAZIL. 


The British Vice-Consul at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. C. B. Rhind) reports 
that the cultivation of’ cotton in Brazil has 
ene actically been limited to the more nortl 

Cultivation. practically been limited to the more northern 

States, but efforts are now being made to raise 
it in Minas Geraes and Rio de Janeiro, where lands very suitable for 
its growth are said to exist. It will be interesting to watch the 
results of the experiments now in progress. 

Mr. Rhind adds that with a view further to encourage 
agriculturists, import duties on machinery and implements, ferti- 
lisers, barbed wire and other material used by them, when imported 
through officially organised societies, are now limited to a tax of 
5 per cent. ad valorem. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,283.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A report published in the “ Labour Gazette”* of 16th October, 
based on 4,577 returns, viz.: 3,080 from Em- 


ae denies “ ployers, or their Associations, 1,409 from Trade 
_— Unions, and 88 from other sources, states that, 
September, 1904. 


generally speaking, employment in September 
was dull, and showed on the whole a slight decline as compared 
with August, especially in the shipbuilding trade. In the cotton 
trade employment showed an improvement, owing to the resump- 
tion of full time in mills using American cotton. As compared 
with a year ago employment showed a decline, except in the cotton 
and tinplate industries. 

In the 273 Trade Unions, with an aggregate membership of 
575,575, making returns, 39,005 (or 6:8 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of September, as compared with 
6°4 per cent. at the end of August, 1904, and 5°8 per cent. at the 
end of September, 1903. 


* For list of principal contents of the “ Labour Gazette,” see p. 137. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
Fishery Statistics landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch, and 
Se cr 1904. 2ish Coasts during the month and nine 

P ’ ’ months ended September, 1904, compared with 


the corresponding periods of the year 1903 :— 















































Month of September. | Nine Months ended September. 
oe 1903. 1904. | 1903. 1904. 
Quan- Quan- | x, | Quan- Quan- 
tity. Value. tity. Value. | _ tity. Value. tity. Value. 
England and Walest-| cwts. £ | Cwts. £ Cwts. £° | Cwts. £ 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish ... ...  ...{1,073,022) 525,284 |1,063,314| 505,768 |/6,612,309 |4,845,865 6,621,031 | 4,249,394 
Shell fish | — 23,527; — 26,222 _ 207,214 | — 224,850 
Total Value... — (£548,811| — | 581,990 — (4,553,079; — | 4,474,244 
Scotland— 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish ... ... —«.| 293,688 | 115,564 | 373,936 | 113,380 ||5,682,166 |2,059,482 |7,150,419 | 1,900,653 
Shellfish 2...) — 6,907; — 6,877 — 55,432; — 58,361 
Total Value...) — | 122,471] — | 120,257|| — |2,114,914| — | 1,959,014 
% 
Ireland— | | 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish ... ...  ...{ 68,339 | 27,047 | 128,309 | 39,632 || 507,551 | 229,426| 693,239| 237,781 
Shellfish .. ...) — 926; — 1,320. — 10,488; — 10,0)2 
Total Value...) — | 27,973) -— 40,752 | = 239,864 | — 247,793 





























+ The returns received from London for September, 1904, are incomplete. 
Nore.—All the above figures are subject to correction-in-the annual returns. 
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Miscellaneous. 





UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 13th October, 1904, 

Cotton Statistics. was 99,141 (including 221 bales of British 
West African and 19 bales British West 

Indian), and the number imported during the 41 weeks ended 

the 13th October was 2,170,891. As regards exports, the figures 

are, for the week ended the 15th October, 1904, 5,187 bales, and 

for the 41 weeks, 307,200. 

For further details see p. 132. 


The number of aliens arriving at ports in the United Kingdom 
Alien during September, 1904, was 19,311, and during 
Immigration. — oo months ending 30th September, 


Detailed statistics of alien immigration will be found on p. 134. 


The total number of receiving orders gazetted in England and 
Wales during the month of September last was 
mt td 366, as compared with 304 during September, 


1903. 
For detailed particulars see pp. 135-6. 





NATAL. 


An extraordinary issue of the ‘“‘ Natal Government Gazette ” of the 
net ts Desetiie 8th September contains the text of an Act to 
fon tn Saletan provide for the lodging of security by Insurance 


of Security ae not having their head office in 


by Insurance 


By this Act, which was assented to on the 
Companies. 


5th September, it is enacted that every such 
Company commencing business in the Colony after the passing of 
the Act, shall be required to deposit securities to the value of 
10,000/. with the Colonial Treasurer. In the case of Companies 
carrying on the business of marine or accident insurance only, the 
security is reduced to 5,000/.; no security is required from Com- 
panies carrying on the business of plate glass insurance only. 
Companies already carrying on business in Natal are required 
to make the necessary deposit on or before the Ist January, 1900. 


The “Gazette” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 
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Miscellaneous. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


An extraordinary issue of the “ Straits Settlements Government 
Gazette ” of 24th August contains the following 
Currency. announcement :— 

“Notice is hereby given that after the thirty- 
first day of August, 1904, British, Mexican, and Hong Kong 
dollars will cease to be legal tender, and will be no longer received 
by the Government or by any public department. The Treasuries 
and Sub-Treasuries will give Straits dollars or notes for the old 
dollars being of full weight and unchopped, so far as their balances 
will permit, up to the date above-mentioned.” 

Writing under date of 29th August, Mr. A. Stuart, the officer 
appointed in the Straits Settlements to answer commercial 
enquiries, says :— 

“The first step towards a fixed currency for this Colony was the 
issue of a new Straits dollar, and the promulgation of an Order 
prohibiting the export of the coin outside the Colony and Federated 
Malay States, as well as the further import of British and Mexican 
dollars. Having a sufficient supply of Straits dollars for trade 
purposes, Government have notified the demonetisation of British 
and Mexican dollars from 3lst August, and offer to exchange 
these, so far as their balances will permit, for Straits dollars if 
presented to the Treasury before that date, and have rescinded the 
order prohibiting the exportation of Straits dollars.” 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


An extraordinary issue of the “Selangor Government Gazette ” of 

24th August contains the following notifica- 

Currency. tion :—‘‘ Under the powers vested in him by 

Section 4 of ‘The Legal Tender Enactment, 

1903,’ the Resident, with the approval of the Resident-General, 

hereby declares that from and after the Ist day of September, 

. 1904, the British dollar and Mexican dollar described in the 

third schedule to the said enactment shall cease to be legal tender 
in the State.” 

Note.—The “Legal Tender Enactment, 1903,” clause 2 (i) 
reads :— The Straits Settlement silver dollar, coined in pursuance 
of the Straits Settlement (Coinage) Order, 1903, of the standard 
weight and millesimal fineness specified in the second schedule 
shall be the standard coin of the State.” 

Clause 4 reads :—‘‘ The Resident may, with the approval of the 
Resident-General, by notification in the ‘ Gazette,’ declare that 
any of the coins, the descriptions of which for the time being 
form part of the third schedule, shall cease to be legal tender in 
the State, and so much of this enactment, or any enactment 
amending this enactment, as makes tender of payment in that 
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Miscellaneous. 





coin legal tender shall, as from the date fixed in the notification, 
be repealed.” 


The Second Schedule of the Act reads :— 
Standard Coin. 





Least current 


Standard Weight. weight. 





; Millesimal 
Coin. Metal. Smaak 


Grains. | Grammes.! Grains. | Grammes, 











Straits Settlements 


dollar... ../Silver ...|- 900 41600 | 26°957 | 411°00 | 26°633 























The Third Schedule of the Act reads :— 
Additional Coins. 

















re Standard weight. ee 
. illesimal| 
Coin. Metal. y eee ast 

Grains. | Grammes, | Grains. | Grammes., 
British doilar eee(Silver ... 900°0 416°00 26°957 411:00 26°633 
Mexican dollar ...] 4, os. 902°7 417°74 27:070 411:00 26°633 























In this schedule ‘ British dollar” means the dollar coined in 
pursuance of the British Dollar Order-in-Council, 1895. 


Similar legislation has been carried out in the other States. 





ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 422 of the 
iciiieintas “ Board of Trade Journal” for 1st September, 
Seeniiiond? it is to be observed that the Board of Trade 
Certificates have now received, through the Foreign Office, 

peti copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister at 

Bucharest (Sir J.G. Kennedy ),stating that the Roumanian Ministry 

of Finance have decided that certificates issued by Chambers of 

Commerce of the United Kingdom to British commercial travellers 

wiil be accepted in Roumania, provided they contain in substance 

the particulars contained in the form of certificate drawn up by 
the Roumanian authorities; this form is in essence similar to 
those used by British commercial travellers visiting Spain, 


liussia, &c. 
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Miscellaneous. 





CHILE. 


With reference to the notice on p. 57 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 14th January, 1904, and '‘subse- 
quent notices, relating to tenders for the drain- 
age and paving of Santiago, a despatch has 
been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at Sartiago, 
reporting that the Municipality have now entered into a definite 
contract for the paving of that city, and the work is to be com- 
menced immediately. 

The more important conditions of the contract are as follows: 
the company agree to pave 130,000 square metres at a price of 
13°97 dols. (of 1s. 6d. each), or just over ll. per square metre. 
They are obliged to lay a concrete bed of 12 centimetres, a “binder” 
of 4 centimetres, and 5 centimetres of asphalt. They are to give 
a free guarantee for five years, but during the second period of 
five years they have a right of keeping it in order for 18 cents per 
square metre, and during the third period of five years they receive 
25 cents per square metre for a like service. 

In addition, the Company who have secured the contract have 
the right, when they have satisfactorily paved the 130,000 square 
metres, to enter into further contracts at the same price. 


Contract for Pav- 
ing of Santiago. 





BRAZIL. 


The ‘“* Diario Official” of Brazil of 28th September contains the 
text of a Law, recently passed by Congress, 
which amends the Law of 14th October, 1887, 
regarding the registration of trade marks in 


Registration of 
Trade Marks. 


that country. 


The “Diario” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
‘Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m 
to 1 p.m.). 
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Cotton Returns. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


——$— 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 41 Weeks ended 13th October, 1904. 

























































Week ended en a Week ended pati in 
——- 13th Oct., , 13th Oct., 
1904 13th Oct., 1904 13th Oct., 
, 1904, : 1904, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No, No. No. 
American aes - - 92,038 1,540,200 3,038 159,646 
Brazilian eee eee ee — 79,471 — 4,142 
East Indian ... hes ~ 436 190,575 1,192 74,074 
Kgyptian dei ‘ints od 4,030 288,409 717 62,487 
Miscellaneous one - 2,637* 72,236 240 6,851 
Total ae 99,141 2,170,891 || 5,187 307,200. 

















Corn Prices. 


* Including 221 bales British West African, and 19 bales British West Indian. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 15th October, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 

































Average Price. 

Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

8 dd, 8 dd, & ad, 

Week ended 15th October, 1904 ... a Ss 25 4 15 8 
Corresponding week in— 

1897 ... ees eve eee ene oo S32 2 27 «C6 16 2 

in «a as we « ~<a 2 16 6 

1899 eee eee eee ore ere eee 28 2 27 6 16 10 

1900 see ees eee ses eee se0e 28 4 26 5 16 ll 

1901 see eee eon eee eee see 25 10 26 8 17 S 

id ate ele ede ae “eee ee 8 26 «(1 17 0 

1903 eee eee eee eee eee eee 25 8 23 9 15 5 





* Section 8 of 











the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperiai pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
15th October, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 




















Week ended | Correspond- 
15th Oct., ing week 
1904. | in 1903. 
| 
Animals, living :— | 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... = Number. 11.928 11,350 
Sheep and lambs... ose eco oe - 8,843 787 
Swine eee ace eee eee ee ” — 
Horses ae ons ese eee a - 232 317 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... eee eee ese _ - Cwts. 99,430 82,933 
Mutton co cee a | = — 50,768 73,203 
Pork = name gear ‘> 15,107 15,659 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ane ese ose one - Cwts. 104,517 87,064 
Beef eee ove ose occ a ” 2,564 1,664 
Hams eee coe eee eee - 9 19,794 11,693 
Pork mes - 6,519 8,978 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. -. 11,206 12,324 
Meat, preserved otherwise thanbysalting ea 7,864 19,343 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter eee ove ose eee o60 Cwts. 58,990 83,713 
Margarine .. eee eee eee eee 99 18,778 15,375 
Cheese ine _ en -. 71,971 69,633 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums dee eee ” wT? yee 5 
cream ae ee tee » 80 110 
»» condensed , ove one ” 16,425 14,969 
» preserved, other kinds es ene 9 13 32 
Eggs ... a ies ws ae ...| Grt. Hundr, 485,682 413,286 
Poultry ese —- Value £ 5,180 8 449 
Game .. ane - t 1,851 hos 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) he (Mb Owts, 30,673 80,857 
Lard ... a oS a v 32,505 36,369 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat... - — Cwts. 2,602,400 1,554,000 
Wheat meal and flour ... ube eee 9 202,600 677,110 
Barley ove cco one eee eee 99 743,800 773,600 
Oats ror pon mone aa on - 398,000 191,100 
Peas ‘a ens one aie 99 31,835 45,510 
Beans eee eee ant eee eee 99 5,800 36,510 
Maize or Indian corn ... eee eee ” 832,800 1,146,300 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples ae on eos eee wn OCwts. 157,903 245,706 
Apricots and peaches eve occ ee - 22 — 
Bananas ... Soe ove ove ée Bunches, 107,890 35,268 
Cherries eee ee- eee eee ee Cwts, — — 
Currants ... ons an own “ ” — — 
Gooseberries ee eee eee ee 99 — — 
Grapes... ove ove _ " 9 68,003 54,859 
SOMUOMB- tcc es sie jo 18,390 22,794 
Oranges eee eee eee eee ee 99 10,169 15,617 
Pears near i LE Ae . 14,615. 11,793 
Plums ons ese ose eee - ” 3,068 994 
Strawberries eee ecco eee eee ” wt 9s 
nee ee eae ’ 13,720 16,117 
Hay eee aoe eee eee eee eee Tons, 2,179 1,790 
Straw eee eee eee eee eee ee 9 1,952 1,760 
Hops ... eco ove ese ose cee Cwts. 16,144 791 
Locust beans... eve ees ose eee » 1,600 100 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions eee eee ose eee ee Bushels. 185,767 208 548 
Potatoes eee eee eee eee se Cwts, 55,449 205,003 
Tomatoes ... eee ove ove eee - 10,766 9,681 
Unenumerated eee eee aoe een Value £ 2,458 2,986 
Vegetable wag oes eve sce ec Cwts, 1,583 9,104 
Preserved by canning ... eco ee - ‘12,080 25,916 
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Alien Immigration—September. 





Statement of the Number of Aliens that Arrived from the Continent at Portst in the United 
Kingdom during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September, 1904, compared with 
the corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Alien Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4, c. 11, see, 2) 





























































































































hh aay 
Braye Mb woe so on Finnish Other 
remen, an candina- nnis : : : 
Bremer- and | vian Ports. Ports. iénen. — as om Total 
woe haven. Antwerp. ‘ 
—- ~ 
1904. | 1903. 1905, | 1903. 104, | 1903 1908 | 190. 1904. | 1903. 104, | 1909, 1904, | 108 194, | 
Month ended 30th September. 
Aliens not described in 
the Alien Lists as en oo 
route to places out of 
the United Kingdom :* 
Arrived at London ...| 621/ 1,405) 1,946) 1,284) 243) 219 672) 696| ... oi 407| 374} 3,880 3.97 
” Grimsby...| 252) 442) 100) 134 53 i his se eid bine he Kid 405) 612 | 
- Hull... 82 66, 162 68} 150) 121 48 71 37 30)... 18; 32} 497}—gag 
- Tyne Ports} 29) 74) 75; 45) 448} 401) 19) 43) ... ae tees oe 10; 25} 58, 5ag 
- Leith .../ 102 59 96 92 33 20)... : * ce Pia 34; 25 197 
90 Newhaven; .. - 7 ons tein sai : on : 1,633; 1,528)... in 1,633) 1,528 
* Other ports 29| 66 66) 62) 265) 201 5 2 - a 471) 598) 8341 ga 
Total ... ...| 1,115) 2,112) 2,445! 1,685] 1,192} 998, 67| 119| 711] 727/ 1,684} 1,528] 940! 1,054) 38,104 yom 
Aliens described in the 
Alien Lists as en route 
to places out of the ‘ 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby...} 550} 234) 719} 779} 2,609) 1,119) ... i e “i 8,878, 9132 
1” Harwich...| ... nde oe a 918} 9381] ... “A 533 a , a x 918} 93 
- Hull ...| 167) 209; 259) 586] 3,760) 4,460} 1,017; 1,109) 252) 196... ‘ 17 14] 5,472] 6,574 
99 Other porte «eon 145} 171] 388) 450 ... 189} 166] ... 20 213; 402) 939) 1,92 
Total .. «| 724} 443] 1,123] 1,536] 7,675) 6,960) 1,017) 1,298} 418] 196 20 230; 416} 11,207) 10,649 
Total of Aliens arrived...) 1,839) 2,555] 3,568| 3,221! 8,867) 7,958) 1,084) 1,417) 1,129 923 1,654/ 1,528] 1,170) 1,470) $19,811) s19072 
| 
Nine Months ended 30th September. 
Aliens not described in | 
the Alien Lists as en 
route to places out of | 
the United Kingdom: * | : 
Total No.... _...| 18,853! 18,249 14,905/11,296| 8,479; 8,749} 578; 718] 4,536) 4,893) 11,547| 11,325 7,279) 8,542) $66,177) 363,772 
Aliens described in the 
Alien Lists as en route 
ts places out of the | 
nl King om: 
Total No.... ...| 4,791) 4,590 16,325| 17,641| 41,073; 63,094) 6,132) 14,988; 5,703) 3,946 20 30 3,067, 4,029) 77,111) 108318 
Total of Aliens arrived... 38,044) 22,830 31,230} 28,937 49,552 71,843] 6,710) 15,706] 10,239] 8,839] 11,567/ 11,355 10,346) 12,571 Mane - 
| | 









































-— 


— aga 


_—~" 


—— — 


* The distinction made in this Return between * Aliens not described in the Alien Lists as en route to places out of i 
United Kingdom,” and “‘ Aliens descrived in the Alien Lists as en route, &c.,’’ is due to the fact that a large number of Alien 


who arrive from Continental ports are reported to be on the wa ( ‘ 
But it is not thereby implied that the “* Aliens not described in the Alien Lasts 


desirable to record this 


Sact. 


to places out of the Umted Ki 


come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this ory 
Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Im 
Sess. 1904, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 


t The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Blyth, 


by train as third-class 


passengers. f p 
+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingd 


while 


dom, and it is . 
as en route, 4, 


of the 


migration, No. 14, 


Bristol, Cardiff, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
Glasgow, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middlesbrough, 
Newcastle, Newhaven, Newport, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The lists received 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 


om not en route to places out of 


the United Kingdom in the month of September, 1904, was 1,044 and 1,189 in the same month of 1903; in the nine months ended 


September, 1904, the number was 9,490, and in the same months of 1903 the number was 10,357. 











United 
d with 


, 2,) 


Total, 


8 213 
i 
2) 6,574 
1212 
1 
l 


_ 


10,819 


119,072 





$63,772 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 





Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the 


under-mentioned 


Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and 


























Occupations. 
September. | snded September. 
1904, | 1903, | 1904, | 1903. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted... 366 304 3,395 | 3,110 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 

tions :— 
Builders ose een 13 15 230 236 
Grocers, &c.... ms 17 26 218 222 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c. 18 17 181 184 
En a aa Tae 19 9 135 105 
Bakers eos eee cee eee ove 12 7 107 97 
Butchers 1 , 11 13 101 80 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. 9 8 92 74 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. 9 14 89 82 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 7 8 78 82 
ee es ae 9 8 70 56 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c, 12 9 69 88 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers .. 7 2 47 46 
Fishmongers, poulterers,d&c,  ... ese ove 4 3 45 53 
Furniture dealers and makers... 9 5 45 39 
Jewellers, watchmakers, and silversmiths 5 2 44 28 
Clerks, commercial and general... 8 5 43 35 
Engineers and founders,éc._... oe one 1 3 38 17 
Auctioneers...  ... a 5 — 37 38 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and hauliers 4 1 36 35 
General dealers ... sce nee tet 8 85 16 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 

dealers ... ‘ _ ans von 1 1 35 23 
Printers, booksellers, and publishers... 4 1 34 26 
Agents, commission and general ose 4 2 32 36 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers ik ae 6 32 22 
Tobacconists, &c. ... see oes ee os 4 1 30 36 
Carpenters and joiners 3 2 29 33 
Travellers, commercial 1 4 28 25 
a 1 4 27 37 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—contimued. 











Nine Months 

































September. | ended September. 
1904, 1903. 1904, 1903. 
No. No. No. No, 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 

tions—continued : 

Confectioners ine je 4 5 26 44 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, te 5 2 26 15 
Saddlers and harness makers —_ ase eco ees 1 — 25 16 
Gardeners, florists, dc. ... ace eos ove 3 — 25 22 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... 3 _ 2 16 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers “tte 5 2 25 18 
Carriage, &c., builders ... see © one os 4 1 24 18 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ...| 2 5 23 _ 28 
Ironmongers eee ove 2 2 23 17 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. 4 1 23 25 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c, oe aa 2 2 21 15 
Architects and surveyors ... s+ ee  « 3 _ 21 = 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. oe”! eet ae 3 1 21 13 
Contractors a a an _ 1 20 21 
Provision merchants, &c, ... eee ove 1 3 20 23 
Merchants, general oe ges eel ae 1 2 19 22 
Hairdressers... sc 0s = cen wees 3 1 19 19 
Millers ot) (0 a el ee 2 _ 18 8 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors we 1 4 17 26 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 3 2 17 19 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers ... 1 2 16 19 
ee Se ee eee 2 1 16 15 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses .., 2 1 16 13 
Cattle and pigdealers ... 2. oes 1 — 15 6 
Lodging-house keepers... ons pate 1 6 15 31 
Wheelwrights oe ove sed fe ons 3 2 15 16 
Timber merchants and wood dealers ...  ... 3 — 15 9 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, &c, ... « —_ 2 13 12 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c.... .. « 2 1 13 10 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, ...) — — 12 8 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. ove ove cos ove 1 4 12 13 
Brokers, stock and share ... nes ove | — 1 11 13 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers...  .. 2 2 11 8 
Stationers ... as ove ost eco ae 1 3 10 17 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants | — 38 9 7 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers .. «. 1 2 4 4 
Fishing smack owners, and masters ... «| — _ 4 2 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of September, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
& Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 
Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1903, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 1d. for the first, and 5s. 
for the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second volume 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The ‘‘ Labour Gazette ” is the Journal of the Labour Department 
of the Board of Trade, and is issued on the 16th of each month. 
Every month the “ Gazette” contains articles on the state of em- 
ployment in the principal industries in the United Kingdom based 
on material furnished by employers and their associations, trade 
unions, and special correspondents, The returns used for this 
purpose in the current issue numbered 4,577. Statistics are given 
monthly of strikes and lock-outs, and changes .in rates of wages 
and hours of labour, based on returns from representatives of the 
employers and workpeople affected. Other matters usually dealt 
with are Conciliation and Arbitration Cases, Industrial Accidents, 
Industrial Prosecutions, Prices of Bread, Wheat and Flour, 
Pauperism, Labour Bureaux, Legal Cases affecting Labour, Emi- 
gration and Immigration, Labour in the Colonies and Abroad. 

In addition, articles on special matters of interest appear from 
time to time. Those in the October issue of the ‘‘ Gazette” related 
to Profit Sharing in 1903-4, Harvest Wages in 1904, Recent 
Strikes in Italy, Child Labour in the United States, Strikes and 
Lock-outs in Holland in 1908, Labour Disputes in Denmark in 
1902, Miners’ Wages in Prussia, Report of Chief Inspector of 
Factories of Victoria, Emigration to the United States, Co-opera- 
tive Cattle Insurance Societies. 
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Gowernment Publications. 





FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.”’ 


No. 3,293. Trade of Kiukiang for the Years 1902-3. 


Value of total trade 3,022,2691. 
in 1903, as compared with 
2,989,1511. in 1902. 

Steady decline in import of 
foreign opium. 

Detailed statistics of piece 
goods trade. 

The value of the import of 


Indian yarn has increased 
from about 170,000/. in 1900 
to nearly 500,000/. in 1903. 
Large advance in export of 
tea, mainly attributable to a 
temporary shortage in the Cey- 
lon and Indian sources of 


supply. 


No. 3,294. Trade of Kobe and Osaka for 1903. 


Value of total trade 
28,578,608/. in 1903, as com- 
pared with 25,131,946/.in 1902. 

Increase in imports of rice, 
flour and sugar: considerable 
falling off in import of raw 
cotton. 

As regards exports, the prin- 
cipal items which show increase 
are cotton yarn and copper. 


The improvement of local 
manufactures accounts for a 
decline in the importation of 
flannels, woollen blankets and 
army cloth. 

Remarks on the effects of 
the Tobacco Manufacturing 
Monopoly Bill. 


No. 3,295. Trade of Tunis for 1903. 


The year was remarkable for 
very abundant crops of cereals 
and olives. 

Large increase in exports of 
cereals, phosphates and cattle: 
decline in output of zinc ore. 

» ?Marked increase in im- 
ports of pure alcohol from 


No. 3,296. 


No really important develop- 
ment can be expected until the 
interior districts of the African 
colonies have been brought 
into play by the introduction 
of capital and the creation of 
suitable means of communica- 
tion with the coast. 


France, cotton fabrics from the 
United Kingdom and France, 
and machinery from France 
and America. 

Particulars relating to lentisk 
leaves, used in dyeing leather, 
which may prove of interest to 
British tanners. 


Report on the German Colonies for 1902-03. 


White population of the 
German Protectorates in Africa, 
6,757 at the beginning of 1903, 
as compared with 6,661 in 
1902. 

Mining enterprise has not as 
yet passed the prospecting stage 
in any of the colonies. 
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Government Publications. 





Total value of external trade 
amounted to 3,140,000/., as 
compared with 2,796,000l. in 
1901-02. 

Detailed account of German 
East Africa, the Cameroons, 
Togoland, German South-West 
Africa, German New Guinea, 
the Marshall Islands, Samoa, 


and Kiaochou. 


No. 3,297. 


Decided improvement in 
general trade, owing princi- 
pally, perhaps, to the works on 
the railway from Serajevo to 
the eastern frontiers of the 
provinces. 

Statistics of imports and 
exports, with remarks on prin- 
cipal fluctuations. 


Togoland is the most pros- 
perous of all German colonies 
in Africa, yet the exports in 
1903 only exceeded those in 
1893 by about 10,0007. 

The South-West Africa Pro- 
tectorate has in many ways 
shown itself the .most unsatis- 
factory colony; but it is con- 
sidered the most important. 


Trade of Bosnia and the Herzegovina for 1903. 


Table showing mineral pro- 
duction: falling-off in all 
minerals, except coal and iron 
pyrites. 

Remarks on public works: 
railways, roads, waterworks, 
&e. 

Return of gross production 
of all foundries, smelting works, 
and salt works in the province. 


No. 3,298. Trade of Brunei, Sarawak, and British North Borneo for 
1903. 


Decline in general trade of 
Brunei. 

Prosperity of Sarawak is well 
maintained. 

Foreign trade of British 


North Borneo shows no ten- 
dency to increase. 

Trade in both Sarawak and 
British North Borneo is en- 
tirely in the hands of Chinese 
and Oriental merchants. 


No. 3,299. Trade of Archangel for 1903. 


The year was marked by a 
general falling off in shipping, 
principally due to depression in 
timber trade and to the absence 
of Siberian wheat exports. 

Steady decline in British 
shipping illustrated by a table 
showing proportion during the 
years 1897-1903. 


Remarks on the causes of the 
depression in the timber trade. 

Fish, which is admitted free 
of duty, comprises three-fourths 
of the total Imports. 

The scheme for lighting the 
town by electricity remains in 
abeyance, as the municipality 
have failed to come to terms 
with any contractor. 


For a list of the reports of the Treaty Series issued this year 
by the Foreign Office, and of the reports issued by the Colonial 
Office, see pp. 46-7 of the issue of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 


for 6th October. 
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Government Publications. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Government Departments (Contracts). Return. 318. 1d. 


This is a return of all contracts made in the United Kingdom 
for manufactured articles by the several Government Departments 
in the year ending the 3lst March, 1904, either with contractors 
outside the United Kingdom or with contractors or agents who 
obtain the articles from abroad. 


Trade with the Muscat Region. |Cd. 2,146] Price 14d. 


This report of Mr. H. W. Maclean, the special Commissioner 
appointed by the Commercial Intelligence Committee of the Board 
of Trade, to enquire into the present condition and prospects of 
British trade and enterprise in Persia, supplements the informa- 
tion contained in the report on Persia, noticed on p. 143 of the 
‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 21st July. 

Mr. Maclean sets forth in detail the conditions of trade in 
Oman and Bahrein, and reviews briefly the commerce of Koweit 
and the Pirate Coast. 

He concludes his report with a general survey of the questions 
affecting the Persian Gulf regions generally. 


Banking, Railway and Shipping Statistics, Ireland (June, 1904). 
[ Cd. 2,278.] Price 64d. 


This is the half-yearly report on the banking, railway and 
shipping statistics of Ireland issued by the Department of Agricul- 
ture and Technical Instruction of Ireland, and deals with the period 
ended 30th June last. The deposits and cash balances in joint stock 
banks in Ireland amounted to 44,581,000/. on 30th June, 1904, as 
compared with 43,255,000/. on 30th June, 1903. On the same 
date the estimated amount in the Post Office Savings Banks in 
Ireland was 9,685,000/., as compared with 9,363,000/. The 
receipts of Irish railways during the first half of the present year 
show an increase of 26,044/. over the figures for the first six months 
of 1903, the totals being 1,862,128/. and 1,836,084/. respectively. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


TuE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 








No. Place. Price|| No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— German Empire and Colonies: 
! Austria-Hungary: 3196 | Baden ... ---1903} $d. 
3199 | Austria-Hungary _...1903} 13d.|| 3145 | Chemnitz ove yy | 4d. 
3255 | Bohemia : vee 5, | 1d. || 3244 | Dantzig... one J. = ae 
3297 | Bosniaand Herzegovina ,, | 1d. || 3129 | Estimatesof the German 
3260 | Fiume ... sve J foe Empire .-.1904} 1d. 
3233 | Trieste and Lissa . 5, | 2d. |} 3221 | Frankfort-on-Main ...1903) 53d. 
3296 | German Colonies ...1902-03) 3d. 
Belgium : 3153 | Germany oes ---1903} 3d. 
3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and 3287 | Germany : First half of 1904] 24d. 
Navigation ... _...1903} 1d, || 3186 | Hamburg vee yy | B90. 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and 3137 | Pomerania 7 i a to 
Commerce in 1902 and 3198 | Prussian Estimates, 1904-5} 1d. 
Budget Estimates for 1904| 2d. || 601 | Technical Instruction in 
$275 | Belgium , .--1903} 23d. Germany : Special Schools 
604 | Canals and other Navigable and Courses for Mechan- 
Waterways of Belgium ...\11}d. ical Engineering and 
612 | Customs Tariff of Belgium | 1d. Electro-Technics ... ..| 43d. 
602 | Textile Technical Schools in 
Bulgaria: Germany: Development 
3236 | Bulgaria ... 1903} 1d. of the Textile Industries...| 5d. 
603 | Technical Schools in Ger- 
Denmark : many for Special Branches 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- of the Metal Industries ...| 3d. 
tary) ... ...1902| 4d. || 608 | Special Schools for Ship 
3119 | Denmark (Financial Engineers in Germany ...| 23d. 
condition) cies 14d.|| 609 | Technical Instruction in 
3180 | Denmark ...1903} 33d. Naval Architecture and 
3138 | Iceland... 1900-02} 13d. Engineering in Germany..| 24d. 
611 | Navigation Schools in Ger- 
France and French Colonies: many _ one w.| 1d. 
3226 | Algeria ... .--1903} 24d.|| 613 | Projected Rhine - Neckar - 
3246 | Bastia ... iia gg FO Danube Ship Canal wee] 3d. 
3184 | Bordeaux » 5, | 24d.|) 615 | Special Technical Schools 
3176 | Brest i | ao for the Ceramic Industries| 1}d. 
3146 | Calais ... . 5, | 24d.|| 616 | Fishing Tride of the Weser 
3149 | Cherbourg... oy | oo Seaports .. ~ see] 1, 
3181 | Cochin-China ... vee 5, | 24. || 618 | Special Technical Schools 
3216 | Dunkirk dee i on | | for the Wood -working 
3172 | French Budget for 1904 2d. Industries ... oe wee] 20. 
3171 | Havre ... ...1903| 3d. || 619 | Commercial Instruction in 
3117 | Indo-China .--1902) 1d. Germany 0 eee oe] O80. 
3164 | ,, - 1903-04} 1d. 
3243 | Lyons, St. Etienne, and | Greece: 
Grenoble... --.1903} 1d. || 3179 | Cyclades 1903} 14d. 
8254 | Madagascar eee 5, | 13d.|| 3126 | Greece: Finances _... 7d. 
3230 | Marseilles ace wee 5, | 2$4.|| 3257 | Ionian Islands... ...1903} 2d. 
3130 | Nantes ... » | 1d. |} 3156 }| Morea and Provinces 
3201 | Nice... coe sie? ‘op, Fe of Atolia and Acarn- 
3147 | Pondicherry & Karikal ,, | 1d. ania - » | L¥d. 
3289 | Society Islands on ta 
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No. Place. Price}; No. Place. Price 
3166 | Pirzeus ... .-»1903| 13d, Spain: 
3148 | Thessaly rom . » | 2d. || 3237 | Barcelona --- 1903} 2hd, 
3152 | Bilbao ... - 9» | oad. 
par 3195 | Cadiz ees ios a 
8239 | Central Italy . --.1903} 1}4.|| 3234 | Canary Islands oo = toe 
$222 | Genoa ... w+ 9, | 3d, || 3165 | Galicia, Asturias, and 
3120 | Italy: Finances os os Fee Leon ... os » | 2d. 
3248 | Lecce ... see ees 9) | 24¢.]| 3247 | Galicia, Asturias, and 
3208 | Leghorn sii os wo | oo Leon (Supplementary) « | Bd. 
3265 | Lombardy ... wee yy | 24d.]| 3188 | Malaga... Pe » | ldd. 
3268 | Sardinia one ond ee 
$213 | Sicily ... - nin’ ae Sweden : 
3118 | South Italy... » | 2d. || 3225 | Gothenburg... 1903} 23d, 
3249 * o (Supplemen- 8193 | Stockholm sto gy. | O08 
tary) ... 2d. || 3123 | Sweden --- 1902-03) 13d, 
605 | Changes in the Distribution 3215 », (Supplementary) 1903} 1d. 
of Works of Art in th 
Royal Galleries @ Switzerland : 
Florence ... 1d. || 3150 | Switzerland «+1903) 4d. 
610 | Industrial Development 0 
Italy sti owe wo 1} ed. Turkey: 
3154 | Aleppo and Adana_...1903} 2d. 
Netherlands and Colonies: 3235 | Baghdad as et Loe 
3136 | Amsterdam .--1903} 1d. || 3168 | Basra ~ | 
3163 | Java ~ y> | 1}d.|| 3192 | Beirut and Coast of 
Syria ... ioe =a; | 
Norway: 3140 | Constantinople » 9 | 23a, 
3252 | Norway... ... 1903} 23d.)| 3282 | Crete » | ld. 
3266 | Damascus 4, 4 
Portugal and Colonies: 3224 | Erzeroum ‘> fo 
3271 | Angola... .--1903{ 1d. || 3223 | Palestine a. 
3187 | Beira...  ... see gy | -14d.1| 3250 | Salonica ea 
$211 | Chinde . eee wee yy | 3d, || 3170 | Smyrna... 1902-03} 13d. 
3288 |Goa_ _... . 5 | 1d. || 3160 | Trebizond .--1903| 13d. 
3264 | Lourenco Marques oy | 24. 
3273 | Madeira vale wee 
3183 | North Portugal oh ce 1 AFRICA— 
3178 | South Portugal eee 5, | 1d. || 3122 | Alexandria... ---1902) 2d. 
3210 | Tete... ove ove 95 | 94. || 3274 ae ..1903| 34d. 
3261 | Dar-al-baida td és 2d. 
Roumania: | 3121 | Egypt ... 1887-1902| 24d. 
$204 | Roumania 1903} 23d.|| 3229 | Port Said and Suez ..1903} 14d. 
3135 | Liberia .. “a to 
Russia : P 3141 | Tunis ..1902} 13d. 
$299 | Archangel --- L908 1d. || 3295 sii ini ..1903} 14d. 
3206 | Batoum... eos 95 4 13d.1| 3263 Zanzibar and Pemba .. bs er 
3278 | Finland oy | ld. || 606 Prospects of Growing Cotton 
3194 | Moscow... “a on 1 oe in the East Africa Pro- 
8128 | Odessa ... »-.1902' 24d. tectorate ... .| 1d, 
3277 » ...1903| 22d.|| 607 | Country Produce Traffic on 
3232 a (Agriculture) .. 14d. the Uganda Railway .| Id. 
3142 | Poland and Lithuania... 9» | 240. 
3272 | Riga ~ —— - ta 
3115 | Rostov-on- Don ---1902| 14d AMERICA, NORTH— 
3173 : +1903) 23d Mexico: 
3253 | St. Petersburg... eos 59 | 23d.|| 3112 | Mexico... «+-1902) 2hd, 
3285 ogi ..1903| 2d. 
Servia: 3262 | Vera Cruz _ say “ap: To 
3139 | Servia ... 1902 and nine 614 | Livestock in Mexico .| 2h 
months of 1903 
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No. Place, Pie No. Place, Price 
United States of America: | Uruguay : 
8175 | Boston ... ...1903} 2d, || 3245 | Oruguay .» 1902-03) 1d, 
3185 | California, Nevada, | 
Utah, and Arizona ... ,, | 234.) Venezuela : 
3202 | Chicago... wes 5, | 34. || 3203 | Caracas... »»»1903| 1d. 
3214 | Hawaii... 1902-03) 1d. || 
3133 | Maryland, _—~Virginia, | WEST INDIES— 
West Virginia, and | 3205 | Hayti ... -+-1903} 1d. 
Kentucky 1903} 234.|| 
3200 | New Orleans ... re. Sl ASIA— 
3159 | New York a... ce fp EE Borneo: 
8207 | Oregon, Washington, 3298 | Brunei, Sarawak, and 
and Idaho ... ods, British North Borneo 1903} 4d. 
3161 | Philadelphia ... woe op | Oe 
3177 | Porto Rico io So China: 
8240 | Savannah ees ww. » | 2d. || 3174 | Chinkiang.... -+o 1903; 1d. 
3144 | Texas ... one wes 99 | 2$4.|| 3270 | Canton... on ice | ae 
3279 | United States of America 3280 | China ... me “ow lt 
1903-04) 23d.|| 3290 | Chungking cnt ip) 
620 | Chicago Summer Vacation 3151 | Hankow oes aes: |) Oe 
Schools .| 13d.|| 3197 | Ichang ... sn as. on 
3293 | Kiukiang 1902-03) 2d. 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— 3162 | Kiungchow ... ...1903) 1d. 
3259 | Costa Rica... ...1903; 1d. || 3169 | Newchwang ... a 
3238 | Guatemala 1902-03; 13d.|| 3190 | Ningpo... dion rs. 
3231 | Pakhoi... ane _. te 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 3155 | Swatow... aay | 
Argentina: 3127 | Tientsin 1900-03) 64d. 
8131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03} 14d.)| 3251 | Wenchow -+-1903} 3d. 
3157 | Rosario... .-01903) 1d. || 3227 | Wuchow evi io = te 
3158 | Wuhu ... ae one a 
Brazil : 
3256 | Bahia oa --.1903} 1d. Corea: 
3217 | Brazil: Imports 1902} 13d.)| 3220 | Corea .--1903} 14d. 
3209 | Porto Alegre .--1903) 1d. 
3283 | Rio de Janeiro a eo | oor Japan: 
3191 | Rio Grande do Sul, 1901-03) 1$d.\| 3218 | Hakodate ---1903} 1d. 
617 | Railway Systems of Brazil| 10d.|| 3212 | Japan ... pis a oo 1 ae 
3294 | Kobe and Osaka 0 1 
Chile: 3242 | North Formosa ios ty 
3258 | Chile sis ...1902| 3d. || 3269 | Nagasaki ane soe.) ee 
3124 | Coquimbo en wee 5, | $@. || 3219 | Shimonoseki ... — oo Lae 
3276 | South Formosa vee 
Colombia : 3228 | Yokohama see ons a 
3284 | Barranquilla ... .»-1903) jd. 
3114 | Colombia eee woe ye | SHA. Persia : 
3167 | Kerman eee 1903-04; 1d. 
Panama. 3189 | Kermanshah .., - 2id. 
8292 | Panama ...1903| 13d.|| 3182 | Persian Gulf ... 1903) 3d. 
Paraguay: Siam: 
3241 | Paraguay eee .».1903| 14d.|| 3286 | Bangkok ...1903| 1}d. 
3143 | Chiengmai _... 1902) 13d. 
Peru: 3291 - ons 1903) 13d. 
8134 | Iquitos... »-1903) 3d. 
3281 | Peru... one one’ ib ') Se PACIFIC ISLANDS— 




















Samoa ... oe L BNE 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 








———— 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart. 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters in the © 
interests of British trade, so far as it can be met by Government action, 
It is intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form convenient 
for reference. In addition, it is the duty of the Branch, as far as the 
interests of British Trade permit, to afford information in reply to enquiries 
by traders on commercial matters. | 

The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of 
Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on application” 
being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information 
with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial Statistics; 
Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of 
Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now con- 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director bv the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collection of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and — 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample ~ 
room at 73, Basinghall Street. | 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through © 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,’ containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

ComMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. 

May, 1904. 











